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Outline
• Historicize residential school denialism
• Contextualize denialism in relation to 

genocide studies and Indigenous 
Studies literature 

• Theorize denialism
• Analyze Beyak’s speech and support 

letters
• Warning: This presentation contains 

details that may be upsetting. The 
Indian Residential School Survivors 
and Family Crisis Line can be reached 
24 hours a day at 1-800-721-0066.
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• Genocide studies: “willful amnesia”, 
“politicized forgetting”, selective 
remembering of the past heads off 
cognitive dissonance. 

• Indigenous studies literature; 
Starblanket and Hunt (2020), 
Maracle (2017), Simpson (2017), 
denial is a defensive strategy

• Anti-colonial theory: Memmi’s 
psychological portrait of “colonizer 
who accepts” helps explain Beyak
and supporters.
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Beyak’s Speech
• Beyak’s speech deployed 

“false balance,” a form of 
bias that suggests an issue is 
more balanced between 
opposing views than 
evidence suggests i.e. the 
“good” and “bad” are equal 
parts of the “whole” story.

• TRC acknowledges some 
positive experiences, but 
outlines the overall genocidal 
effects.



umanitoba.ca

Clustering Comments
• 1. Personal knowledge
• 2. Ignorance and anti-

Indigenous racism
• 3. Worldviews-in-collision 

(those that promote 
assimilation)
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